
Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of  

Vol. 2 • No. 15  

ST. MARY&  ST. RAYMOND 
OF PEÑAFORT  

Palm Sunday | April 9, 2017 

St. Mary 
1812 Lynn Avenue 
Altoona, WI  54720    

715-855-1294  
 www.stmarys-altoona.com 

 

St. Raymond of Peñafort 
E10455 Mallard Road  
Fall Creek, WI  54742  

715-877-3400  
www.straymond.us 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

April 8 through April 16 

Sat., Apr. 8 4:00p SM † Katherine Nelson 
  6:00p  SR † Ray Seipel 
Sun., Apr. 9 8:30a  SR † Pat Kennedy 
  11:00a SM Oemig Family    
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Apr. 10 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Apr. 11 ——— No Mass ——— 
Wed., Apr. 12 8:00a SM † Lee Torres 
Thu., Apr. 13 7:00p * SM † Arla McFadden 
Fri., Apr. 14 2:00p SM Good Friday Service 
Sat., Apr. 15  9:00p * SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Sun., Apr. 16 8:30a SR † Guy & Mary Wood Family 
  11:00a * SM † Cherie & Steven Boley 
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
* Incense at this Mass 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 
 
 
 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  

by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 

Pastor 
 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Alan Guanella 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 
aguanella@crossae.org 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand. 



In 2009, I had the privilege of spending 
Holy Week in the Holy Land. A priest friend 
was studying in Jerusalem for the semes-
ter, and was happy to play the part of tour 
guide for me and a few others. 
 

Following the Palm Sunday Mass , we 
joined thousands of other Christians as we 
retraced Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.  I 
was badly sunburnt by the end of the day, 

but what a great experience it was, hearing so many people sing 
in so many languages. 
 

In the following days, we retraced much of Jesus’ life – beginning 
in Bethlehem and then journeying to Galilee. Along the way, we 
were sure to stop at the Jordan River, Cana, and Nazareth, as well 
as taking a boat ride on the sea. Visiting the places where Jesus 
preached and worked his miracles really brought the Gospels to 
life. 
 

We returned to Jerusalem for the Sacred Triduum, held at the 
Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher, which houses both the location of 
Christ’s death on Calvary and His tomb, made forever holy by His 
resurrection. 
 

Because these holy sites are shared with the Orthodox, the Arme-
nians, and the Copts, there is an age-old “Status Quo” agreement 
that determines who has access when.  The Catholic time is 8 AM, 
regardless of the occasion. It was odd to have these liturgies in 
the morning each day – but they were beautiful all the same. 
 

The experience I will simply never forget was that Saturday night, 
when some of us kept vigil at the Lord’s tomb. I’m ashamed to 
admit that it is my one and only all-night prayer vigil. One thing I 
know is that the Lord is never outdone in generosity.  He was gen-
erous indeed. 
 

Knowing that I would be there all night I was in no rush to “get my 
prayers done” or to feel like I had to be doing something at any 
given time. This made it a more timeless experience. For the first 
few hours I simply sat back and absorbed the stream of pilgrims 
that were coming to the church to try to get into the tomb.  Occa-
sionally I read some Scripture passages. I began praying for the 
many people whom I know needed my prayers. I was over-
whelmed with a deep sense of sorrow over so many suffering 
souls and so many problems in the world. 
 

Then something happened that (for me) only happens about once 
every 10 years.  I began to get the inklings of a poem arising with-
in me.  For the moment I put it aside.  After all, I am not a poet! 
 

About 12:30 the friars poured in to pray the Office of Vigils – a 
series of psalms and readings. Afterwards, I tried to return to 
some Scripture and prayer, but found myself exceedingly distract-
ed.  In the end, I thought, “Well, maybe the Lord does after all 
want me to write that poem.”  So I did.  Once every 10 years, 
right?  It went something like this: 
 
 

O Tomb of Christ, this Easter Night 
I bring to you man’s lonely plight: 

toil, trial, sickness, woe, 

unceasing wounds left by our foe, 
anger, hatred, factions, fights, 

fear-filled days and tear-filled nights, 
heartache, heartbreak, darkness, death, 

and growing pain with every breath – 
but hope, hope-filled sadness 
to you, the source of gladness. 

O tomb that could not hold the Son 
Who on this night the victory won, 

I bury all my sadness here 
and that of those I hold most dear, 

that we may rise to second birth 
here at the center of the earth. 

 

I was just finishing as the Orthodox began their 2 AM Palm Sun-
day Mass (they usually have a different Easter date). Their 
chanting was beautiful, and the time flew by.  I began to write on 
that sheet of paper the names of any and every person I could 
think of who needed my prayer. The ink couldn’t run onto the 
page fast enough. I finished about the time the Orthodox were 
clearing out. 
 

Ironically, my watch battery had gone dead on Good Friday, so it 
truly was a timeless night.  But it must have been around 4 AM 
that I attempted to enter the tomb, like Mary Magdalene, “early 
in the morning, while it was still dark” (John 20:1). An Armenian 
priest was getting things set up for their Mass, and it seemed 
quite unlikely I would be allowed in. I began to meditate on the 
Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary (starting with the Resurrection), 
hoping against hope. For some reason a few of the servers were 
late, and he waved me in. 
 

I walked in, finishing the final Hail Mary’s of that first decade, and 
then walking through the inner door on my knees.  Before I was 
across the threshold I broke down and wept as I had not for a 
very long time. The experience is still too profound for words.  
The best word I can use, I think, is GLORY.  I experienced the 
“Glory of the Father” by which “Christ was raised from the 
dead” (Rom 6:4), and this Glory filled me with Hope. 
 

I prayed for a few moments before heading back out, not wanting 
to linger in the tomb as pilgrims sometimes do.  With many tears 
still in my eyes, I thanked the priest for his kindness, and returned 
to the side of the tomb where I had been praying the past few 
hours.  I placed that sheet of paper and all those intentions (both 
my personal challenges and those of my loved ones) into the side 
of the tomb and continued to weep for what seemed like 15 
minutes. Then I continued to pray for another hour, reading Ro-
mans 6 and drawing great inspiration from it. 
 

As the first streaks of dawn were appearing, I pulled out my Litur-
gy of the Hours book to chant Morning Prayer.  How surreal it 
was to stand at the entrance near the church, chanting the anti-
phon, “Very early on the morning after the Sabbath, when the 
sun had just risen, they came to the tomb, Alleluia” – as now hun-
dreds of pilgrims rushed in to see the tomb. It was a night I will 
never forget, and yet one that even now is almost too real to re-
member. 
 

As we celebrate the Paschal Mystery in the days ahead, may we 
all be gloriously transformed and filled with Hope! 

Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 



Parish News 

Easter Decorations 
Please plan for a second collection at all Masses this weekend for 
Easter Decorations. Thank you for your generosity. 

Good Friday’s Collection 
The collection on Good Friday will be used for the Works of Chari-
ty. Thank you for your donations to help the needy. 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to  volun-
teer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. Please pray for 
those who are expecting: Erin Tessendorf and Amy Quirk.  

Adoration 
Thank you for your commitment of prayer and time for our   Eu-
charistic Lord at Adoration on Tuesday evenings from 5-9p. Please 
find a substitute to fill in for you if needed. We need 3-4 people 
committed to each time slot. If you can only stop for a brief visit, 
He is waiting for you. 

Basic Evangelization Training 
The Diocese is hosting a workshop at the end of April to train par-
ish members in Evangelization. Many of us feel the need to evan-
gelize in our families, workplace, and neighborhood but often lack 
the confidence and the skills to do so.  The parish will gladly spon-
sor anyone who would like to attend the workshop, which will be 
held the last weekend of April. Talk to Fr. Sakowski if interested. 
Look on the bulletin board for more info.  

Chippewa Valley Young Adults 
Plan to meet on Apr. 17, Wings & Trivia at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, Eau Claire, from 7:00-9:00p 
Contact Sara at 715-404-8642 for more info. 

Benedictine Chapel Adoration Hours 
Adoration will close at noon on Holy Thursday 
and will remain closed until 6:00a Tuesday, Apr. 
18 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, April 15, 9:00p 

Lector J Van Hemert, J Spalding 

Servers G LeGore, N & J Mullenberg, J 

Buscherfeld, M Wanke, S Webster, J Hurlburt H 
& L Johnson, D Wogernese 
A. Server T Falbo, R Wanke 
Organist J Gallagher 
Cantor M Welle 
Ushers W Liedl, R Meyer, M Rohn, M Kloss 
 

Sunday, April 16, 11:00a 
Lector J Nyberg 

Servers M Nuesse, S Black, J Mullenberg 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
Organist J Gallagher 
Cantor S Alexander 
Ushers R Smeltzer, D Hawker, D Kam-
rowski, R Mullenberg 
Counters C Mastej, R Olson, J Thom 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Pastoral Associate/Admin. Assistant 
  Sharon Stearns         715-855-1294, x. 100  
      stmarypar@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus           715-855-1294, x. 146              

    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education              
  Mary Kneer                            715-835-1692               
    maryk02@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Sacred Music 
  Josh Gallagher                       262-203-3552 

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x. 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com  

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Kelly Mechelke, Principal 
  Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students 

Young Adult Ministry   
  Colleen Duffy 
    dmneelloc@gmail.com 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – M. Kneer and volunteer 
11:00a – L. Sumner and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders ................................ 19 
Amount Sold ............................. $3,485.00 
Profit  (approximately) ................ $164.24 
Monthly Profit ............................. $164.24 

Thank you! 

Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ...................................... $7,892.50 
Endowment Fund ........................... $0.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $21.20 
Offertory (Plate) ...................... $1,789.99 
Total Envelope & Plate ........... $9,703.69 
 

Capital Campaign  .................... $2,799.00 

Religious Education News 

Apr. 12, Grades 1-8 meet 6:00-7:10p. Grades 9-10 meet 6-7:30p.   
RCIA, April 12. To learn more about the RCIA program, please 
go to www.srsmrcia.com for more details. 
Eau Claire Deanery Youth Group Fundraiser for students going 
to Steubenville San Diego. Plan to eat at Chipotle on April 25, 
4:30-8:30p and tell the cashier “I am with the youth group!” and 
the Eau Claire Deanery Youth Group will receive 50% from each 
meal purchased! Enjoy a night out and support the youth!  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Women of the parish, plan to vote for board members and a 
PCCW insignia on the weekend of April 22/23. Also plan to attend 
the next PCCW social gathering on May 6 at the home of Sharon 
Stearns, 8457 Nine Mile Creek Rd., Fall Creek. The theme will be 
the Kentucky Derby. Wear your big hats and enjoy an afternoon 
of Catholic fellowship and fun with your Sisters in Christ. 

Knights of Columbus 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Monday, 
May 1 in the Knights Room. The officers will meet at 
6:00p followed by the regular business meeting at 7:00p. 

Liturgical Ministers 
Thursday, April 13, 7:00p 

Lector M Hanson  

Servers N & J Mullenberg, G LeGore, A 

Leis, G Wolterstorff, Z Niedzwiecki, J Hurl-
burt, S Black, B Albee, D Wogernese 
A. Server C Thurner, J Bechly 
Organist J Gallagher 
Cantor L Gallagher 
Ushers W Liedl, R Mullenberg, M 
  Talley, T Sykora 

Friday, April 14, 2:00p 
Lector J Van Hemert, J Spalding 

Servers J Hurlburt, L Kovacevich 
A. Server J Fox, J Bechly 
Organist J Gallagher 
Cantor S Alexander 
Ushers R Verdegan, C Lynum, J 
  Hayden P Connell  



St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Administrative Assistant 
  Elaine Welin                          715-877-3400 

    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                        715-533-0629 

    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE   715-835-8840 

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 
  Mary King                               715-878-9472 
    kingmarter@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music 
  Sydney Alexander     715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                         715-492-9677 

    autobobs@outlook.com 

Priest-in-Residence             
  Fr. John Schultz                            715-271-0018 

    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

     S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742 

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, April 15, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers J Campbell 
Ushers K Falch, P & J Quirk, 
  J Lesniewski 
Greeters J Wolcott, D Starks 
 

Sunday, April 16, 8:30a* 
Lector J Mueller 

 C Rollins, N Falbo,  
  L Vetterkind 
Servers J Rollins, T Falbo, E Falbo, 
  N Bowers 
Ushers J Vetterkind, B Severinski 
  B Gruba, M Quirk 
Greeters P Gentry, T Lindgren 
Counters J Smith, D LeMere, 
  R Guntner 
 
*Incense will be used at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ....................................  $4,063.00 
Easter Envelopes ......................... $45.00 
Fuel Envelopes .......................... $241.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ........... $616.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $7.80 
Plate .......................................... $619.75 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $5,592.55 

Parish News 

Family Faith Formation 
K-8 and Confirmation families: please 
pray for our 2nd graders who will be re-
ceiving their First Communion on Sunday, 
May 7th, and for our 10th graders who 
will be confirmed on Saturday, May 13th.  
Our last class for K-8 is on Sunday, April 
30th and our last Confirmation class will 
be on Wednesday, April 26th.   
K-8 parents: It was so great to see so 
many of you last Sunday at class! Re-
member there's a great lesson for your 
family to do before the Triduum and East-
er.  
SAVE THE DATE: Totus Tuus will be June 
25-30th for those going into 1st through 
12th grade in the fall. It is always a great 
week of fun activities for the kids to learn 
and grow in their faith!  

Donations Needed 
Donations are being taken from now until 
Easter for the Sojourner House and Hope 
Gospel Mission.  Items needed are posted 
on the boxes in the gathering space. 

Library 
If you would like to request materials to 
be ordered for our library, please leave 
the information on a sheet by the door. 

 
 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

We are currently looking for 
women who would be able 
to serve in the following 
positions:  President, Vice 
President or Secretary.  
Please contact Claire Parr  
at 715-878-4184 if you are 

interested.  Thank you! 

Knights of  Columbus News 

The Knights of Columbus will 
be meeting on Monday, April 
10 at 7:00 PM in the parish 
hall.  If you would like to learn 

more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact John Jaenke at 715-429-
0052. 

Needed—Tend Flowers Inside 

UPDATE:  We have some 
folks stepping forward to 
tend flowers, & plants 
outside the church.  Jeni 
Geisert has agreed to 
lead the tasks; we also 
need someone to provide 

flowers for inside the church on the 
weekend.  Please contact the parish 
office at 715-877-3400.  

Prayer Chain 

Our Prayer Chain consists of 
the Email Chain (submitted 
to Elaine Welin via email—
ewelin327@gmail.com)  and 

the Call Chain (submitted to Diane Walker 
at 715-286-5171).  Please let us know 
your special prayer requests.  

Need Someone to Pray the Rosary 

We are looking for 
someone to pray the 
rosary with the residents 
at the Augusta Nursing 

Home.  Please contact Carla at 715-225-
7419 if you are willing to do this.  We can 
discuss your availability and then work 
out a schedule with the Nursing Home.  

 
 
 

 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone 
who is homebound and 
would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please 
contact Carla Kostka at 715-
597-3690 or by cell at 715-225-7419. 

First Communion & Confirmation

First Holy Communion will be held on 
Sunday, May 7th at the 8:30a Mass. 
 
Confirmation will be held on Saturday, 
May 13 at Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Eau Claire at 1:00p. 
 
Please keep all of our youth in your pray-
ers as they receive these sacraments. 



Divine Mercy—What is it? 

Divine Mercy is a redemptive message and devotion based on the 
writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s. The message is a    
reminder of what the Church has always taught through scripture and 
tradition: that God is merciful and forgiving and that we, too, must 
show mercy and forgiveness. We are called to a deeper understanding 
that God’s love is unlimited and available to even the greatest sinners.  
 

He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that 
we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow 
through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. It is a message 
we can call to mind simply by remembering ABC. 
 

A — Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer       
constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out 
upon us and upon the whole world. 
 

B — Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow 
through us to others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to 
others just as He does to us. 
 

C — Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces of 
His mercy are dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, 
the more we will receive. 
 

On one occasion, I heard these words: “My daughter, tell the whole 
world about My Inconceivable Mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy 
be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners.   
On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My 
mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Commun-
ion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.” [our 
emphasis] On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace 
flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its 
sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of 
angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that 
exists has come forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. 
Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and mercy 

throughout eternity. The Feast of    
Mercy emerged from My very 
depths of tenderness. It is My de-
sire that it be solemnly celebrated 
on the first Sunday after Easter. 
Mankind will not have peace until 
it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. 
(Diary 699)  
 

What sinner wouldn't want this 
depth of mercy and forgiveness of 
sin?  
 

Saint Pope John Paul II was instru-
mental in informing the church and 
laity about the message by estab-
lishing Divine Mercy Sunday for the 
entire church.  
 

Submitted by Sharon Stearns 

To learn more visit Formed.org 
 

Parish Code: JR6NZW 
 

Audio:  
 The Necessity of Divine Mercy 
 The Saving Power of Divine Mercy 
 Vatican II, Mercy, and You 
 

Book:  
 7 Secrets of Divine Mercy 
 Diary of Saint Faustina 
 

Movie:  
 Ocean of Mercy 

Join us at St. Mary’s to pray the   
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Novena 
daily beginning on Good Friday, 
April 14, through Saturday, April 22, 
at 3:00p. The Chaplet and Novena 
will be said after the 2:00p Good 
Friday service and prior to The   
Passion of Christ Movie. 


