
 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Vocation Events 

 

News from the Office for Vocations 
 

 

Saturday, May 3, 2014 
    Ordination to Transitional Diaconate  
Wednesday, May 27, 2014 
    Spring Admission Board 

Friday, June 20-Sunday, June 22,2014 
    Dare to Follow  
Saturday, June 28, 2014 
   Ordination to the Priesthood 
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Adoration for Vocations… 
 
"Let us ask ourselves this evening, adoring the Christ truly present in the Eucharist: do 
I let myself be transformed by Him?  Do I let the Lord who gives Himself to me, guide 
me to come out more and more from my little fence, to get out and be not afraid to 
give, to share, to love Him and others? “ 
                                           (Pope Francis, May 31, 2013 - Feast Of Corpus Christi Homily) 

 

Every encounter with our Lord Jesus is an opportunity for us to grow in love of Him and of our neighbor.  
This is especially true when we encounter the Lord sacramentally, in His precious Body and Blood, 
whether consumed in the Eucharist or adored in the tabernacle or in a monstrance on an altar.  We meet 
Him and we are changed, provided we are open to the transformation Jesus wants to bring to our lives. 

Distractions of a noisy world easily overcome the oft whisper of our God moving in a man’s heart, calling 
him to “be not afraid to give, to share, to love Him and others,” as Pope Francis spoke in his homily on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi.   

The Office for Vocations sponsors Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Monday of every 
month (see below for details) to help young men and women hear the call of Jesus to follow Him.  About 
50 people attend, many of them college students from the La Crosse, Winona, and Rochester areas.  A 
brief reflection is offered at the start of Adoration, encouraging participants to pray for vocations.  The 
opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation is made available, and songs of praise and adoration are 
sung every fifteen minutes.   

Why not offer an hour of Adoration for Vocations each month, praying that God will transform all his 
children to grow in love and fulfill the vocation they are called to enter?      

(Every first Monday of the month Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place in the Holy Cross 
Diocesan Center Crypt Chapel, located in the undercroft of the main Christ the King Chapel, from 
 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  An ice cream social follows.  All are welcome to attend.) 

 



  

Seminary Visits 
Take a closer look at College Seminary.  
Experience and see what the real world of 
Seminary is all about.   Attend Mass, 
prayer, spiritual conferences, presentations 
of diocesan priesthood and group 
interaction.  Tour the campus and join in on 
the many activities.   

If you are interested in attending one of the 
weekend visits listed below, please contact 
Rev. Alan Wierzba at  
608-791-2667 or 
vocations@dioceseoflacrosse.com 

March 22-24, 2014 - Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Seminary located in Winona, MN 
invites you to attend their scheduled visit.  
Visit their web site 
http://www.ihmseminary.org/vocations/fil
es/info-weekend-2013-14.pdf for more 
information and details. 

April 4-6, 2014 - Mundelein Seminary 
located in Chicago, IL invites you to attend 
their scheduled visit.  Visit their web site 
www.ChicagoPriest.com for more 
information and details. 

Fall 2014 - Saint John Vianney College 
Seminary located in St. Paul, MN invites 
you to visit in the fall of 2014.  Visit their 
web site www.vianney.net for more 
information and details. 

 

 

Mundelein Seminary 
Reverend James Presta, Vice Rector for 

Seminary Administration 

The University of Saint Mary of the Lake / 
Mundelein Seminary is the major 
seminary and graduate school of theology 
for the Archdiocese of Chicago. Currently 
there are 192 students studying for the 
diocesan priesthood.  Many of the 
students will serve as priests of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago; however, many 
others are studying for thirty-one other 
dioceses in the United States and abroad. 
Mundelein Seminary is the largest 
priesthood preparation program in the 
United States. 

Our program is built on the four pillars of 
formation (human, spiritual, pastoral 
and intellectual) as outlined in Blessed 
John Paul II’s Apostolic Exhortation, 
Pastores Dabo Vobis (I Will Give You 
Shepherds). This document is the 
foundation for our seminary program. The 
seminarians’ spiritual formation consists 
of daily Mass and Holy Hour, Liturgy of 
the Hours, spiritual direction, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and directed 
retreats.  In human formation, our goal is 
to develop leadership qualities in all 
candidates for priesthood.  Another 
objective is to share fraternity among 
future priests.  Through pastoral 
formation, all seminarians participate in 

two full-time internships: one in a parish 
of their home diocese and one in a 
hospital setting.  At the heart of 
Mundelein’s pastoral experience is a 
vision of service following from the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, 
including ministry to the sick, visiting the 
imprisoned and teaching children in 
Religious Education classes or Adults in a 
RCIA program. In intellectual formation, 
the Master of Divinity curriculum is a four 
year integrated program designed to 
fulfill the requirements of the U.S. 
Bishops’ Program of Priestly Formation. 
Mundelein’s aim is to produce generalists 
with depth, who are well prepared for the 
duties and tasks of diocesan priesthood. 

In summary, the focus of our formation 
program is to produce priests for the New 
Evangelization. Accordingly, the study and 
practice of evangelizing an increasingly 
secularized culture are now the principal 
concerns of both our seminarians and our 
faculty. 
 
 Deacon Clayton Elmhorst 

Seven years ago, I would've never 
guessed I’d be preparing for ordination to 
the priesthood. After a stint in the Air 
Force and a career in teaching, I’d 
suddenly found myself single and 
unemployed, all within a few days. I 
remember thinking in March of 2007, 

morning Mass at St. Philip’s, our home 
Parish in Rudolph, WI. We went, prayed 
the rosary and afterwards ran home in 
haste. As I told my grandmother the good 
news, she looked at me with joy and 
confusion, (her jaw dropped) and she 
smiled as if she'd just won the lottery. 
Afterwards my grandparents and I ate 
breakfast, laughed and cried at the 
thought of me becoming a priest. I will 
never forget it.  Please pray for me, as I 
look forward to serving you as a priest in 
the Diocese of La Crosse. 

 

“what am I going to do now.” I remember it 
like yesterday. I was hauling pallets with my 
grandfather, in our very loud, beat-up pallet 
truck. It was a cold and dark morning when 
I told my grandfather, “Someday grandpa, 
I’m going to be a priest.” Immediately I felt 
a burning fire erupt inside me at the 
thought of being a priest – of saying yes 
to priesthood. After a long pause, he 
laughed and said, “You’d better tell your 
grandma then.”  Smiling I thought, “Oh boy, 
I better make good on my promise.” That 
morning we were heading home from the 
paper mill, hoping to make it in time for 

 

 

http://www.ihmseminary.org/vocations/files/info-weekend-2013-14.pdf
http://www.ihmseminary.org/vocations/files/info-weekend-2013-14.pdf
http://www.chicagopriest.com/


 A Parent’s Perspective… 

Our son Kyle is finishing Minor Seminary 
at St. John Vianney in St. Paul, MN. For 
us, it has been a deeply edifying and 
enriching experience. 
Through Kyle, we have come to know 
many fine young Catholic Seminarians, 
who are also seeking to discern and live 
God’s will each and every day.  Coming 
to know these fine young men who are 
so deeply in love with our Catholic Faith 
strengthens our hope in the future of 
our diocese and our country.  
Seminary life has allowed Kyle’s 
knowledge and practice of the faith to 
deepen to include liturgy of the hours, 
daily Mass, adoration, holy hours and 
other devotionals.  We can honestly say 
his faith has strengthened our own faith. 
We also take great comfort in the strong 
support given to us by our home Parish 
as they pray for Kyle and encourage him 
in his formation and discernment.  
Finally, we are so very encouraged by 
the warm support provided by some 
very special Priests of our diocese: 
Fr. Wierzba, our Parish Priest Msgr. 
Gilles, our preceding Pastor Msgr. 
Kachel, and Fr. Altman.  These Priests 
have been there for Kyle, inspiring him 
to grow in holiness and have opened 
their hearts to us, and for that we are 
very grateful.    

Submitted by Al & Mary Laylan, St. Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Tomah WI 

 

 

                
 

My name is Kyle Laylan, and I am from 
St. Mary’s Parish in Tomah.  I am 
currently in my final semester at St. 
John Vianney College Seminary 
located at the University of St. 
Thomas in St. Paul, MN.  Following 
graduation, I hope to proceed on to 
Theology studies, and after four years 
of these studies and formation, to be 
ordained to the priesthood. 

When I reflect on what these past 
four years of seminary have brought 
about in my life, I am filled with 
gratitude.  Had I known of all that 
would happen in my life during these 
years in college seminary, I would 
have been overwhelmed.  God has 
placed incredible opportunities in 
front of me these past years; 
opportunities to grow in my faith – in 
fervor and understanding, to meet 
incredible people who have inspired 
me to live a more authentic faith, to 
travel to Bolivia to meet the people of 
our diocesan parish there and learn 
Spanish, and also to travel to Europe 

and see incredible places such as 
Assisi and Lourdes.  Most importantly, 
I have been drawn closer to what I 
believe is a call to serve God as a 
Diocesan Priest.  I am excited to finish 
up with my philosophical studies and 
go deeper into the initiation process 
of the priesthood.  I pray that these 
next four years will bring about more 
maturing and growth for myself.  I 
give thanks to all who have prayed for 
me in this process.  May God bless 
you all. 
 

Seminaries 

 You are encouraged to write to our seminarians as a way of showing your support and prayers throughout the school 
year using the addresses provided below. 

Mundelein Seminary – 1000 East Maple Avenue, Mundelein, IL  60060 
St. Paul Seminary – 2260 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN  55105 
Pontifical North American College – 00120 Vatican City State – Europe 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary – 700 Terrace Heights, #264, Winona, MN  55987 
St. John Vianney Seminary – 2115 Summit Avenue, #3496, St. Paul, MN  55105 

 

“The world looks to the priest, 
because it looks to Jesus! No 
one can see Christ; but 
everyone sees the priest, and 
through him they wish to catch 
a glimpse of the Lord! Immense 
is the grandeur of the Lord! 
Immense is the grandeur and 
dignity of the priest!” 

Pope John Paul II 
Rome, Italy, October 13, 1979 

 

 

Meet Seminarian 
 Kyle Laylan 



 

 

Puzzle Time 
Now two other, both criminals, were led away with him to be executed.  

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals 
there, one on his right, the other on his left. {Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do.”} They divided his garments by casting lots. The 
people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said, “He 
saved others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Messiah of God.” 
 Even the soldiers jeered at him.  As they approached to offer him wine 
they called out, “if you are King of the Jews, save yourself.”  Above him there was 
an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “are you not 
the Messiah?  Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in 
reply, “have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation?  
And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received 
corresponds to our crimes, but this man had done nothing criminal.”  Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, 
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun.  Then the veil of the temple was 
torn down the middle.  Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
comment my spirit”; and when he had said this he breathed his last.  The centurion 
who witnessed what had happened glorified God and said, “This man was innocent 
beyond doubt.” 

Z G K D E H P N O D A C 
B A X A Q S K U L L D R 
E R E B U K I N G I E I 
L M W E P K L I S N Y M 
P E C K I N G G S N B I 
M N N Y N A Q M E O E N 
E T O H S M N J N C C A 
T S O U C O Z L K E L L 
A D N H R I V O R N I S 
M E S S I A H L A T P Y 
A R P D P A R A D I S E 
N E I K T V O I C E E P 
D E R K I N G D O M S L 
X N I D O U B T N B T G 
T S T R N I J E S U S T 

 
Skull  criminals 
garments sneered 
Messiah  King 
inscription rebuking 
man  kingdom 
Paradise  noon 
darkness  eclipse 
temple  Jesus 
voice  spirit 
innocent  doubt 

 

Journey to Easter 
Lent begins every year on Ash Wednesday 
and ends on Holy Saturday, the day before 
Easter Sunday.  It is a period of 40 days of 
repentance, including prayer, fasting and 
abstinence, and a good Confession.  We will 
prepare ourselves to die spiritually with 
Christ on Good Friday, the day of His 
Crucifixion, so that we can rise again with 
Him in new life on Easter.   
Easter is the greatest feast in the Christian 
calendar.  Without Easter – without the 
Resurrection of Christ – there would be no 
Christian Faith.  On Sunday, April 20, 2014, 
Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Through His death, 
Christ destroyed our bondage to sin; through 
His Resurrection, He brought us the promise 
of new life, both in Heaven and on earth.  His 
own prayer, “Thy Kingdom come, on earth as 
it is in Heaven,” begins to be fulfilled on 
Easter Sunday. 

 

Happy Birthday to the 
following Seminarians 

 

March 12th 
Billy Dodge 

 

March 28th 
Kyle Laylan 

 

March 30th 
Matthew Marshall 

 

April 8th 
Alex Kren 

 

April 14th 
Tyler Hiles 

 

 


